
September 3, 2017         Romans 11:13-15, 28-32  
 
13 I am speaking to you Gentiles. For as long as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am going to speak 
highly of my ministry. 14 Perhaps I may make my own people jealous, and so save some of them. 15 For 
if their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, what does their acceptance mean other than the 
dead coming to life? 
 
28 In regard to the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But, in regard to election, they are especially 
dear for the sake of the patriarchs, 29 because God’s gracious gifts and call are not regretted.  30 For just 
as you were once disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy due to their disobedience, 31 so 
also now they have become disobedient, so that by the mercy shown to you they may be shown mercy too. 
32 For God imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may show mercy to all. 
 

Jesus is our Great Heritage 
 
If you’ve ever walked in my office, you would have seen the pictures that I have on my wall of my grandfather 
at a Synod Convention back in 1916.  He is standing way in the back, having been in the ministry for only a 
year or so.  At seminary I did my final paper in church history on him.  It was fascinating for me to speak with 
his former colleagues and talk about the history of his time, especially since he was family.  
 
The Bible is full of history, especially the history of the Jews in the Old Testament.  Even though we are not 
Jews, we can still regard this as our spiritual heritage and take special interest in it.  It shows how God worked 
out our plan of salvation, especially through the line of the Jews.  It is a fascinating history!  The Israelites go in 
and out of captivity.  They fall into unbelief and are brought back to the faith.   In the end, there is only a small 
remnant left in Israel: a mere shadow of what once was.  
 
History is important!  There is a push in America to get rid of any memories of our ugly past.  Yet some have 
argued that you can’t learn from the past if you try to erase it.  God puts it all in the Bible.  He leaves nothing 
out, even the ugly - which shows how true it is!  In the end, it only magnifies His grace!  In spite of the 
Israelites foibles and failures, God still kept His promise to send a Messiah in the little town of Bethlehem.  Paul 
wrote about the Jews, “in regard to election, they are especially dear for the sake of the patriarchs, because 
God’s gracious gifts and call are not regretted.”  When we see how God specifically chose the Jews and set 
them aside to save the world and give the world His grace and mercy and forgiveness through Jesus, it is a 
beautiful thing!  Nothing can change this history, and we don’t want it to change!  God worked it out just right 
in spite of all that our human race has done wrong!  
 
But how does this affect the way we regard the Jews as a race today?  When Mel Gibson made the movie called 
the Passion, he cut out a portion of the movie when the Jews said to Pilate, “May His blood be on us and our 
children.”  It was feared that many would use this as a reason to hate the Jews.  Is that true?  Of course not.  We 
were just as guilty for Jesus’ death because of our own sins.  A vast majority of the Jews still reject Jesus as 
their Messiah.  Does that mean we should hate them?  Of course not.  Martin Luther wrote a really nice tract 
very early in his ministry called “That Jesus Christ was born a Jew.”  In it he wrote,  
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If the apostles, who also were Jews, had dealt with us Gentiles as we Gentiles deal with the Jews, there 
would never have been a Christian among the Gentiles. Since they dealt with us Gentiles in such 
brotherly fashion, we in our turn ought to treat the Jews in a brotherly manner in order that we might 
convert some of them. 

Even though many Jews in Germany hadn’t yet accepted the Gospel, Luther initially wanted them to be treated 
in a brotherly manner in order to give the Gospel time to spread to them.  They are sinners who need a Savior 
just as we do.  Jesus died for all people, including those of His own race.  
 
What Luther didn’t like was the fact that some preachers in his time were enamored with the old Jewish laws 
and festivals.  You can still see that on TV yet today when preachers go into great detail about the old Jewish 
festivals.  In Rod Parsley’s “Breakthrough” he said,  

“Celebrate the Day of Atonement.  It’s God’s holiest day of the entire year.  It is the centerpiece of the 
third and final feast season.  In Deuteronomy 16:16 God commands us to come before Him (with an 
offering).    This year it has greater significance.  It is the conclusion of the year of Jubilee.  It follows a 
cycle of a four red blood moon cycle.  It won’t appear for another 500 years.  In so doing God will 
release to us a very specific blessing.”  

This is a misapplication of the Scriptures, where he tries to draw back to Old Testament festivals and apply 
them today, using these old Jewish festivals as a formula to release some hidden blessings that God has in store 
for us.  All of these festivals were pointing forward to Jesus.  He is our Atonement.  He is our Jubilee.  When 
He came, these festivals were fulfilled.  We don’t need to keep them today nor should we.  We don’t need to try 
to act like Jews did in the Old Testament.  
 
That doesn’t mean that we can’t find interest in what Jewish people have to say or do.  I had a very 
knowledgeable Jewish tour guide when I went on a tour in Israel.  He knew his Old Testament well and he had 
some great insights into the archeological sights.  Ben Shapiro is an orthodox Jewish young man who speaks on 
a talk show about modern happenings from a conservative perspective.  It is very interesting as well to hear him 
speak about his belief system.   I once read a Jewish Rabbi’s take on Jesus - as to why he rejected Jesus.  It gave 
me great insight into how offensive Jesus’ remarks were to the Jews - and as a Christian it gave me a new 
appreciation for Jesus’ claims that I never really thought about before.  
 
So how should we respond to Jews who still reject Jesus as their Messiah?  Do we regard them as enemies?  Do 
we treat them as friends?  Paul wrote, In regard to the gospel, they are enemies for your sake.  But it wasn’t 
because Paul wanted them to be enemies.  It was because his fellow Jews chose to make him and them the 
enemy.  They followed Paul from city to city and tried to have him and all Christians arrested.  Why?  Because 
they thought he was leading people astray, and they were jealous of the crowds that Paul was getting.  It’s kind 
of ironic, you might compare it to when a boy breaks up with a girl.  He doesn’t want the girl, but then when 
she gets the attention of someone else, he gets jealous of her and takes a second look at her.  The Jews didn’t 
originally want much of anything to do with the Gentiles, but when Paul started attracting them to him, the Jews 
then had second thoughts.  They became angry and jealous over them and started to attack. 
 
If anyone had a reason to hold a grudge against the Jews, it was Paul.  They had terrible things done to Paul by 
falsely accusing him, imprisoning him and torturing him.  Yet Paul didn’t choose to treat them with anger or 
vile.  Jesus said to “love your enemies.”  So Paul tried to use their jealousy against them.  Perhaps I may 
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make my own people jealous, and so save some of them.   Notice how he said that, “my people.”  He still felt 
a special affinity to his own race and wanted to reach out to them, even though they were hunting him down.  
 
Remember also that Paul called them “especially dear” because of the gracious gifts God provided through 
them.  God had used them to bring the Messiah to the world!  He had given the law and the Word to them and 
through them.  They have a very special history.  Why would we be against the Jewish race or be anti-semites 
when Jesus was a Jew and God chose to bring the Messiah through the Jews?  
 
Paul was filled with no animosity towards his fellow Jews, and that was not an easy thing.  It is easy to be filled 
with thoughts of anger and vengeance to those who attack us as Christians and try to make fun of Jesus.  In the 
later years of his life Martin Luther became angry over the fact that the Jews in Germany had not repented of 
their sins and turned to Christ.  After 15 years, Luther had heard that the Jews had said some blasphemous 
things about Jesus and had converted some Christians in Germany to Judaism.  So Luther became angry, and in 
his anger he then recommended the destruction of their synagogues and schools and even more things be done 
to them in Germany.  His response was sinful and spiteful, and his own colleagues tried to reprimand him for 
what he said.  Luther’s response was bitter and wrong.  
 
These responses most often reflect a lack of faith in the God of justice.  We think we have to take matters into 
our own hands.  We forget how God works!  Paul reminds us of this when he wrote,  

● their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world 
● (the Gentiles) now have been shown mercy due to their disobedience 

When the Jews openly rejected the Gospel, Paul was told to go on to preach to the Gentiles.  He was able to 
focus on them and reach out to them specifically.   In an ideal world, the Jews would have accepted the Gospel 
and then shared Jesus with the Gentiles.  But in this scenario, Paul ended up concentrating on them even earlier 
than planned because of the Jewish rejection.  These Gentiles then spread the Gospel to their children and the 
children after them.  As a result of the persecution they went further with the Gospel and quicker than anyone 
could have imagined!  God worked it out just fine!  
 
They say that the seed of the church is through the blood of the martyrs, and this is how God did so through 
their attacks on Christianity.  We are very worried and distressed over the attacks on Christianity in our world. 
They are becoming stronger and stronger.  But when someone is set to do evil against you, remember how God 
works.  Instead of being angry at them and wanting their destruction, maybe you should warn them and say, 
“Are you sure you want to do that?  God is going to work this out for His good!  The kingdom will only spread 
all the more when you attack!”  
 
Note also how Paul saw God’s mercy through it all.  Paul wrote, “now they have become disobedient, so that 
by the mercy shown to you they may be shown mercy too.  For God imprisoned all in disobedience so that 
he may show mercy to all.”  In looking at all of their history and having it recorded for the rest of time, what 
would the Jews have to be proud of?  Not only did they take part in the crucifixion of Christ, they also 
participated in the persecution and arrest of Christians.  They have spent so many years rejecting the very One 
who came through them to save the world.  They have nothing to be proud of, and that’s the way God wants it. 
Why?  Just so He can rub their noses in their sin?  No!  So He can “show mercy to all”.  
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When you have famous relatives it is easy to take pride in them and put them on your walls.  The Jews were 
tempted to think that they were hot stuff because of how God delivered them from captivity and called them to 
be His special people.  But Paul wanted to show the Israelites their sin so that they would realize that they need 
Jesus too, and that Jesus died for them as well.  This shows us the tender heart of God.  He really does want all 
people to saved, especially those through whom He originally chose to bring His whole salvation about in the 
first place.  It’s all about mercy to God.  He doesn’t want to damn anyone.  That includes you too, no matter 
what your heritage is.  
 
Think about what could happen if the Jews were brought to faith in Jesus!  For if their rejection meant the 
reconciliation of the world, what does their acceptance mean other than the dead coming to life?  Their 
dead souls would be brought to life!  More than that, the fulfillment of God’s plan would then be complete. 
Jews would be brought back into the fold and enter the kingdom through faith in the same Jesus that we have. 
We would find great unification with each other through a common faith in Jesus.  This is how God always 
wanted it.  He wants all people of all tribes to come to Jesus and be saved.  
 
When I think about the pictures on my wall, I don’t have any pictures of my maternal grandfather.  I really 
don’t know much about him.  He lived way out in California while my grandmother was left to fend for herself 
with two young children.  He didn’t have hardly any contact with his children throughout his entire life and died 
before I ever knew him.  I don’t have his picture on my wall.  Even when it comes to my grandfather who was 
in the ministry, he did not spend much time with his children.  When it came to his fathering, he wasn’t home as 
much as he should have been.  His pictures are neat to see, but there’s plenty of sin there too.  When it comes to 
my heritage, it’s not all glorious.  
 
That’s why we all need God’s mercy, no matter where we come from, because we all come from Adam.  There 
is no supremacy when it comes to any race in humanity, for we are all born imprisoned by sin, death and the 
devil.  The only Supremacy is Jesus, who came into this world to conquer our foes and take us back to be His 
own when He died for our sins and rose from the dead.  It is an honor that we have been adopted into His family 
through baptism.   Instead of seeing us by the color of our skin, God sees us by the color of Jesus’ blood 
through faith in Jesus.  If you’re going to take pride in any heritage, take pride in Jesus.  Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would work through you and other Christians to reach through to the Jews and to all races in order to 
bring them back into the family of believers in Christ, for Jesus is the Greatest Heritage we can have.   Amen.  
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